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Check out the 988 post it 

wall 

NEWSLETTER 
SOUTH DAKOTA DEPARTMENT OF VETERANS AFFAIRS 

SOUTH DAKOTA DEPARTMENT OF THE MILITARY 

 

     If you 
find your-
self in the 
Sioux Falls 
area in 
the 
month of 
May, stop 
by the 
Washing-
ton Pavil-
ion to 
check out 
the 988 
Post it 
Wall In-
stallation.  
     Stuck to a wall are over 13,000 sticky notes, which symbolize the number of calls, 
texts and chats made to 988 in 2024. The post it notes are filled with positive affir-
mation and words of encouragement—a reminder to those that help that hope is 
available through the lifeline.  
     The installation on the third floor of the Pavilion will be available to see through-
out May’s Mental Health Awareness Month. We encourage you to see if for your-
selves—there is nothing like it! 
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     The South Dakota Department of Veterans Affairs (SDDVA), in partnership with our county 
veterans service officers, will be hosting “Coffee and Conversation” events throughout the 
state.  This gathering is part of the De-
partment’s “What’s Brewing” pro-
gram—an outreach effort to connect 
directly with veterans, hear their sto-
ries, and provide updates on services 
and benefits available to them. 
     “The ‘What’s Brewing’ series serves 
as an important platform for meaning-
ful conversations with our veterans,” 
said SDDVA Secretary Jeremiah Schnei-
der. “These gatherings not only allow 
us to better understand the concerns 
and challenges veterans are facing, but 
also provide a forum to share updates 
on benefits, services, and resources 
available to them. It’s our duty as advocates to stay connected to their experiences and honor 
the sacrifices they’ve made in service to our country.” 
     Secretary Schneider, members of the SDDVA team, and the CVSOs will be available to an-
swer questions and provide information on a wide range of veterans’ benefits and services, 
including compensation, education, pensions, healthcare, burial benefits, the State Veterans 
Cemetery, and the State Veterans Home. 
     All veterans are encouraged to attend. For those unable to make it, the SDDVA remains 
just a call or click away. Reach the Department at 605.333.6869 or locate their county or trib-
al Veterans Service Officer at: https://vetaffairs.sd.gov/veteransserviceofficers/locatevso.aspx 
     Upcoming events are as follows: 
May 2  Sturgis Library (1st Floor) Sturgis  10:00 am (MT) 
May 5   American Legion Post 8 Pierre  1:00 pm (CT) 
May 14 American Legion Post 4 Mobridge 1:00 pm (CT) 
May 16  American Legion Post 311 Piedmont 10:00 am (MT) 
May 22 Community Club  Chamberlain 1:00 pm (CT) 
June 13 BHSU Joy Center  Spearfish 1:00 pm (MT) 
June 26 FEM Electric   Ipswich 1:00 pm (CT) 
July 11  Harding County Court House Buffalo  10:00 am (MT) 

Veterans, see what’s 

brewing! 

https://vetaffairs.sd.gov/veteransserviceofficers/locatevso.aspx
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     There’s nothing like a day on the lake. This May, it’s all about sharing that experience with 
those who have served. 
Community Action for Vet-
erans (CAV) will be hosting 
the Anglers for Veterans 
Fishing Tournament on May 
16 and 17, 2025, at Lake 
Thompson. 
     The goal is simple. Get 
veterans in boats and bring 
people together through 
fishing, fellowship, and 
community support. 
     The tournament will fea-
ture $10,000 in prizes and is 
expected to draw 40 teams 
from across the region. The 
entry fee is $300 per team 
or just $250 if a veteran is in 
the boat.  
     The weekend begins with 
Lines In: Official Check-In & 
Kickoff Night on Friday, May 
16, at Half Pint Steaks & 
Spirits in De Smet, South 
Dakota. All teams must 
check in at this event to par-
ticipate in the tournament. 
The evening will include op-
portunities to bid on prizes 
and participate in a calcutta 
auction.  
     For more information on sponsorship or to register a ream, visit https://www.sdvets.org/
anglers-for-veterans-fundraiser or email Jill@sdvets.org. 

Anglers for veterans 

fishing tournament 

https://www.sdvets.org/anglers-for-veterans-fundraiser
https://www.sdvets.org/anglers-for-veterans-fundraiser
mailto:Jill@sdvets.org
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     Last week in Sioux Falls, Major 
General Mark Morrell, Adjutant Gen-
eral of the South Dakota National 
Guard, hosted an unforgettable expe-
rience for civic leaders, offering them 
a rare, behind-the-scenes glimpse 
into the Guard’s mission, values, and 
operations. 
     The event provided attendees with 
a deeper understanding of the vital 
role the Guard plays in both state and 
national defense. From meeting ser-
vice members to learning about the 
Guard's diverse capabilities, the evening was filled with insight and inspiration. 
     The highlight of the night came as civic leaders witnessed F-16 fighter jets take off for a 
nighttime training mission—an awe-inspiring display of precision, skill, and dedication. 
The experience served as a powerful reminder of the unwavering commitment of South Da-
kota’s citizen-soldiers to protect and serve. 

civic leaders get inside 

look at SDNG Operations 
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     Yesterday, the South Dakota Department of Veterans Affairs (SDDVA) joined KELOLAND 
Media Group at the South Dako-
ta Military Heritage Alliance for a 
special event honoring Vietnam 
Veterans during an early screen-
ing of the upcoming KELO-TV 
special, “Vietnam War: A Lost 
Generation.” 
     The event featured an out-
reach booth hosted by SDDVA. 
Appeals and Training Manager 
David Huntimer and Field Service 
Officer David Denson, along with 
Lincoln County Veterans Service 
Officer Dave Ekle, were available 
to assist veterans with filing 
claims and answering questions 
about benefits and services. 
     Following the screening, a 
panel discussion was led by KELO’s Don Jorgenson. The panel included Vietnam Veterans 
Hawk Mayer, Gene Murphy, David Rowe, and Bill McGinnis, who shared powerful reflections 
on their experiences and the im-
pact of the war on their lives and 
community. 
     KELOLAND’s special presenta-
tion, “Vietnam War: A Lost Gener-
ation,” will officially air this Satur-
day at 7 p.m. on KELO-TV. Viewers 
can also tune in to a special edi-
tion of Inside KELOLAND airing 
Saturday at 9 a.m. and again on 
Sunday at 10:30 p.m., where local 
Vietnam Veterans are introduced, 
and viewers get a glimpse into 
KELOLAND’s historic trip to Vi-
etnam in 1988. 
     The evening served not only as 
a tribute to Vietnam Veterans, but 
also as an opportunity to bring attention to the ongoing needs of those who served and the 
importance of remembering their sacrifices. 

SDDVA Outreach 
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     This event is an opportunity for camaraderie, connection, and collaboration among veteran 
support organizations in the Sioux Empire. Coming together for an afternoon of great food, con-
versation, and shared purpose in our collective mission of supporting those who served.      
     Please RSVP to  director@wingsofvalorlodge.org, so they plan appropriately for food and 
seating. 
 

Veterans picnic 

mailto:director@wingsofvalorlodge.org
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     The South Dakota Wing of the Civil Air Patrol recently con-
cluded a Compliance Inspection (CI) conducted by both CAP 
and CAP-USAF Inspector General offices. The inspection, held 
from 30 January to 4 April 2025, is part of an ongoing effort to 
ensure mission readiness, operational safety, and adherence to 
regulations across all CAP units.  South Dakota is the first wing 
this cycle to receive a rating of “Highly Effective”. 
     The CI is a comprehensive, value-added process designed 
not only to assess compliance but also to help improve mission 
accomplishment. Inspectors focused on several key areas: 

• Effectiveness, efficiency, and safety in executing as-
signed missions. 
• Compliance with applicable laws, regulations, instructions, and technical orders. 

• The leadership’s efforts to enhance mission capabilities and implement improvements. 
• Attention to the detection and prevention of fraud, waste, and abuse. 

     The inspection team expressed appreciation for the professionalism and dedication of the 
South Dakota Wing’s volunteer members.  

 

 

SD Wing completes 

successful compliance 
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2025 Upcoming Events 
Apr 25-26—State DAV Convention—AmericInn—Aberdeen 
Apr 27-30—VFW Proficiency Training Conference—Annapolis, MD 
May 1—Loyalty Day 
May 6—Mission 24 Midwest Honor Flight Operation Welcome Home—Sioux Falls Arena—(1201 N. West 
      Avenue)—Sioux Falls—9:30 pm (Doors open at 7:30 pm) (CT) 
May 6—SDDVA Mini Conference—Pennington County Conference Room—(312 Kansas City St)—Rapid City— 
     10:00 am—2:00 pm (MT)  
May 7—SDDVA Mini Conference—Post 8 American Legion—(520 S. Pierre St)—Pierre—10:00 am—2:00 pm (CT) 
May 8—Victory in Europe Day  
May 8—SDDVA Mini Conference—SD Military Heritage Alliance—(1600 W. Russell St—Heritage Room)—Sioux  
     Falls—10:00 am—2:00 pm (CT)  
May 9—Military Spouse Appreciation Day 
May 17—Armed Forces Day 
May 20—Mission 25 Midwest Honor Flight Operation Welcome Home—Sioux Falls Arena—(1201 N. West 
      Avenue)—Sioux Falls—9:30 pm (Doors open at 7:30 pm) (CT) 
May 22—Standing Rock Sioux Tribe Veterans Stand Down—Grand River Casino—Mobridge—10:00am (CT) 
May 26—State Offices Closed—Memorial Day 
May 26—SDDVA Memorial Day Program at State Veterans Cemetery—12:00 noon (CT) 
Jun 3—Mission 26 Midwest Honor Flight Operation Welcome Home—Hawthorne Aviation—(5815 Mitchell  
     Street #1207)—Sioux City, IA —9:30 pm (Doors open at 7:30 pm) (CT) 
Jun 6—Pine Ridge Veterans Stand Down—Pine Ridge Pow Wow Grounds—10:00am (MT) 
Jun 7—Rich Schild Memorial Poker Run—The Keg—Tabor—12:00 noon (CT) 
Jun 10—MWHF Day of Sweetness—Chick-Fil-A—(4005 W. 41st Street)—Sioux Falls—6:30 am—10:00 pm (CT) 
Jun 14—8th Annual MWHF Pars and Pubs—Downtown Sioux Falls—11:00 am—4:00 pm (CT) 
Jun 19—State Offices Closed—Juneteenth Day 
Jun 19-22—VFW State Convention—Ramkota—Pierre 
Jun 19-22—American Legion State Conference—Huron 
Jun 29—MWHF Honor Ride—SD Military Heritage Alliance—(1600 W. Russell Street)—Sioux Falls—1:00 pm (CT) 
Jul 4—State Offices Closed—Fourth of July 
Jul 14—Black Hills Tee it up for the Troops Tournament—Arrowhead Country Club—Rapid City 
Jul 16—SD Veterans Council Meeting—Mitchell VFW Post—(215 N. Main Street)—Mitchell—1:00 pm (CT) 
Jul 19—Veterans Information Day—BG Ernie Edwards Readiness Center—(1951 N. HWY 20)—Watertown— 
     10:00 am—2:00 pm (CT) 
Jul 24—Rosebud Sioux Tribe Veterans Stand Down—Sinte Gleska Multipurpose Building—Antelope—10:00am (CT) 
Jul 26—3rd Annual Korean War Veterans Appreciation Day—Brookings Outdoor Adventure Center—(2810 22nd  
     Avenue S)—Brookings—9:00 am—2:00 pm (CT) 
Aug 4-5—Your Journey Matters 2025 Behavioral Health Conference—Sioux Falls Sheraton Convention Center 
Aug 7—Purple Heart Day 
Aug 9-13—National VFW Convention—Columbus, OH 
Aug 11—Barrel House Day of Giving for Midwest Honor Flight—(4701 E. 54th Street)—Sioux Falls—11:00 am— 
     Midnight (CT) 

(continued) 
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Audry Ricketts, Public Information Officer (audry.ricketts@state.sd.us) 

South Dakota Department of the Military https://military.sd.gov/ 

South Dakota Department of Veterans Affairs https://vetaffairs.sd.gov 

Soldiers and Sailors Building  -  425 E Capitol Avenue—Pierre, SD 57501 

Phone: 605-773-8242  

Upcoming Events 
Aug 20—South Dakota Veterans Council Meeting—Virtual—1:00 pm (CT) 
Aug 21—Cheyenne River Veterans Stand Down—Eagle Butte Vet Center Building—Eagle Butte—10:00am (MT) 
Aug 27-Sep 1—South Dakota State Fair 
Aug 28—Veterans Day at the South Dakota State Fair 
Sep 1—State Offices Closed—Labor Day 
Sep 9-12—SDDVA Annual CTVSO Benefit School 
Sep 16—SD Veterans Council Meeting—Yankton VFW Post—(209 S. Cedar Street)—Yankton—1:00 pm (CT) 
Sep 19—POW/MIA Day 
Sep 21-25—NVS Accredited Representative Skill Training—Annapolis, MD 
Sep 21-26—NVS Basic for New Accredited Representatives—Annapolis, MD 
Sep 25—Rapid City Veterans Stand Down—DoubleTree by Hilton Rapid City Downtown Convention Center— 
     (505 N. 5th Street)—Rapid City—10:00am (MT) 
Oct 13—State Offices Closed—Native American Day 
Oct 15—SD Veterans Council Meeting—Virtual—1:00 pm (CT) 
Oct 18—4th Annual Midwest Honor Flight Fundraiser—South Dakota Military Heritage Alliance—(1600 W. Russell  
     Street)—Sioux Falls—7:00 pm 
Nov 7—MWHF Bingo—Severance Brewing—(701 N. Phillips Avenue)—Sioux Falls—7:00—9:00 pm (CT) 
Nov 8—Northern Hills Veterans Appreciation Fair—Sturgis Community Center—(1401 Lazelle Street)—Sturgis— 
     11:00 am—2:00 pm (MT) 
Nov 10—Barrel House Day of Giving for the South Dakota Veterans Cemetery WAA—(4701 E. 54th Street)—Sioux  
     Falls—11:00 am—Midnight (CT) 
Nov 11—State Offices Closed—Veterans Day 
Nov 19—SD Veterans Council Meeting—DAV Headquarters (1519 W. 51st Street)—Sioux Falls—9:00 am (CT) 
Nov 27—State Offices Closed—Thanksgiving 
Nov 29—Side by Side MWHF Poker Run—Pilot Mikes Roadhouse—(4901 N. Ellis Road)—Sioux Falls— 
     11:00 am (CT) 
Dec 2—Governor’s Budget Address—SD State Capitol—1:00 pm (CT) 
Dec 13—Wreaths Across America Wreath Laying Ceremony at South Dakota Veterans Cemetery—Sioux Falls—   
     11:00 am (CT) 
Dec 25—State Offices Closed—Christmas Day 

2026 
Jan 13—South Dakota Legislative Session Opens 
Jan 13—Governor’s State of the State Address—SD State Capitol—1:00 pm (CT) 
Jan 14—South Dakota Veterans Council Meeting—American Legion Post 8—(520 S. Pierre Street)—Pierre—2:00  
     pm (CT) 
Jan 14—South Dakota Veterans Council Legislative Reception—American Legion Post 8—(520 S. Pierre Street)— 
     Pierre—5:30 pm—7:30 pm (CT) 
 

am (CT) 
 

https://military.sd.gov/

